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Question 1.

Give a brief description of movements that were organised by people
from within the lower castes against caste discrimination.

Answer:

By the second half of the 19th century, people from within the lower
castes began to raise voice against caste discrimination. They
organised movements against this practice and demanded social
equality and justice. The Satnami movement became famous in
Central India. It was initiated by Ghasidas, who came from a low
caste, worked among the leather workers, and organised a movement
to improve their social status. In Eastern Bengal, Haridas Thakur’s
Matua sect worked among low caste Chandala cultivators. Haridas
questioned Brahmanical texts that supported caste discrimination.
Shri Narayana Guru belonged to Ezhavas, a low caste in present-day
Kerala. He proclaimed the ideals unity of all people within one sect, a
single caste and one god. By organising these movements the leaders
coming from low-caste tried to create awareness amongst the lower
castes.



Question 2.

Who was E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker? What, did he do to improve the
condition of the untouchables?

Answer:

E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker belonged to a middle-class family. He had
been an ascetic in his early life and had studied Sanskrit scriptures
carefully. Afterward, he became a member of Congress but quit it
when he found that at a feast organised by nationalists, seating
arrangements followed caste discrimination, i.e. the lower castes
were made to sit at a distance from the upper-castes. He founded the
Self Respect Movement which inspired untouchables to fight for their
dignity. He argued that untouchables were the true upholders of an
original Tamil and Dravidian culture which had been subjugated by
Brahmans. He felt that all religious authorities saw social divisions and
inequality as God-given. Untouchables had to free themselves from
all religions to achieve equal social status.
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